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GAELS IN
HOLLYWOOD 24

Alumni found strength and
inspiration at Saint Mary’s to
create careers in a tough business.

18 THE MEN OF 1950

A special breed of leaders and
characters forged by war.

10 NATIONAL CHAMPS!

Saint Mary’s wins its first USA Rugby
Division 1A national championship.

S
SCENE

MICHAEL MCKEON
Dean of Admissions

McKeon and his team
of admissions officers
take great care
in evaluating the
applications of
prospective Gaels.

Choosing Gaels
We’re looking for reasons to admit students, for reasons to believe in people. We
approach every application with the hope
that we are going to be able to admit a kid.
But high test scores and GPAs don’t really
tell you whether a person is prepared or
sufficiently motivated. You have to know
what has gone on in that person’s life to
understand. That’s why we read the essay,
the short answer and the letters of recommendation so that we can understand
what those numbers mean. We’re not just
moving beans around. Each person is a
family, each family has a story, and it’s all
extremely important.

SANDRA MALLALIEU
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THE VOICE IS YOURS

FEATURES

C
CONTENTS

DEPARTMENTS
4 NATURAL

The redesigned Saint Mary’s magazine is
built around voices—particularly yours.
From Scene to Seminar, Tastings to
Roundtable, Recollections to Viewpoint—
these are your stories. They are your tales
of adventure and accomplishment, your
memories of times gone by, and your
thoughts on the problems that challenge
our times.
So far, it’s been going well. You have
been generous in sharing your voice with
the greater Gael community. If you haven’t
yet participated, we invite you to help
us tell the stories that make Saint Mary’s
great. The voice is yours.
That said, we have noticed one interesting change over the past year: there
have been markedly fewer submissions
to Glimpses, the first place most people
look when the magazine arrives in their
mailboxes.
Perhaps digital life has simply made it
easier for you to stay connected with each
other in different ways? What is the role in
today’s highly connected world for the traditional Glimpse or class note—published
every few months in a print magazine?
We’d love to hear your thoughts. Please
write to us at magazine@stmarys-ca.edu.

And read the Saint Mary’s magazine online at
stmarys-ca.edu/saint-marys-magazine.
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Gaels in Hollywood
Gaels have been making their way to Hollywood,
but they got their start at Saint Mary’s.

Meanwhile, you can dive into Saint Mary’s
social media at stmarys-ca.edu/getsocial.
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The Canary on the Mountaintop
Something is going on in the high reaches of China’s
Sichuan Province. The ancient evergreen forests of
the Himalayas are being invaded by broadleaf trees,
according to a study by SMC Biology Professor Carla
Bossard and her research partner, Professor Tang Ya,
the director of the Environmental Science Program
at Sichuan University.
One tree, in particular, betula albosinensis, the Chinese red birch, usually found below 6,000 feet, is
now proliferating at 8,000 to 9,000 feet, Bossard
explained. This incursion has worried officials at Jiuzhaigou International Biosphere Preserve, the nature
reserve and national park that is China’s Yosemite, so
they asked Bossard and Tang Ya to investigate. Their
research has found changes in forest composition
similar to those also being observed in the Rockies
and the Alps. “We’re seeing species moving in that
didn’t used to be there,” Bossard said.
It’s at the extreme edges of nature—in arctic permafrost and high mountain elevations—where we
first see big systemic changes, Bossard said. “With
climate change, they are the canary in the coal mine
or, in this case, the canary on the mountaintop.”
The conifer forests of Jiuzhaigou have prospered
for thousands of years in their high dwellings, with
saplings in early spring, unimpeded by the shade of
broadleaf trees, able to photosynthesize food at top
speed as soon as the temperature passes 5 degrees
Celsius (41 degrees Fahrenheit).
“Evergreens are most competitive where it’s cold
and wintry much of the time and the growing season
is short. Broadleaf trees have a tougher time in those
conditions,” Bossard said. But now, with more broadleaves moving in and extending their growing season,
young evergreens have at least 20 fewer days of uninterrupted sunshine. “They can’t compete,” she said.
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Why does this matter? “The problem with change
in forest composition is that it changes other things,”
Bossard said. “With less sun at ground level, herbaceous plants like wildflowers store less starch and set
fewer seeds. Some will fade away.”
But there’s another complication, she added. “The
Chinese red birch has very shallow roots, digging less
than a meter into the mountains, which, unlike the
granite bedrock of the Sierra Nevada, are made of
13,000 feet of unconsolidated, broken rock rubble.”
And what held it together all this time? The long,
muscular taproots of those old evergreens.
“Keep in mind that all of Sichuan is also a giant
earthquake zone,” Bossard added. “So they have a
national park, getting 3 million visitors a year, in
which trees that don’t hold anything are displacing
trees that do.”
Upon hearing this, park officials quickly scrapped
plans to build a visitor facilities site at the bottom of
a potentially vulnerable slope.
This summer, Bossard has returned to Jiuzhaigou
to study yet another piece of the puzzle. For
millennia, the water runoff from the evergreen forest, which tends to be acidic, has
dissolved out the calcium carbonate in
the karst limestone of the mountains
and deposited it at the bottoms of 22
lakes in the park, making them a striking turquoise blue. Bossard and Tang Ya
want to know if that will change, too.
So, what is the takeaway from
this story of Jiuzhaigou?
“You can’t change just
one thing,” Bossard said.
— Jo Shroyer

N
NATURAL

CARLA BOSSARD
Professor of Biology

Bossard returned
to China this summer
to study the 22 lakes
of Jiuzhaigou.
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REBECCA CARROLL
Professor

ARCADE

Carroll is chair of the
Management Department
in the School of
Economics and Business
Administration.

SOLID MARKS FROM MOODY’S

Thoreau in the
Fresh Air
Faculty Star Gazing
Four professors were honored at the 11th Annual Scholars Reception in February for their positive contributions to their fields
and to the Saint Mary’s community.
Professor Ron Olowin, chair of the Physics and Astronomy
Department, received the Scholar Award in recognition of his accomplishments and his collaborative research with other faculty
and students. The Teaching Excellence Award went to Chemistry Professor Ken Brown for his keen devotion to teaching; Suzy
Thomas, associate professor in the Graduate Counseling Program
received the Service Award for her outstanding contributions
and her commitment to social justice; and History Professor
Monica Fitzgerald, who received the Early Career Award, was
noted for her fervent engagement in all aspects of the community since arriving on campus in 2009.
The awards are based on effectiveness, ethical engagement
with the global community, creative and collaborative studentteacher dynamics, encouragement and application of social
justice, and promotion of student success.

Professor Ron Olowin,
chair of the Physics and
Astronomy Department,
takes students to the
Arecibo Observatory
in Puerto Rico.

FACULTY: STEPHAN BABULJAK

Moody’s Investors Service has affirmed
Saint Mary’s Baa1 rating and upgraded
its outlook from negative to stable. “An
upgrade in outlook is significant as Moody’s
has the entire education sector under a
negative outlook,” said Pete Michell, vice
president for finance.
The credit rating service cited as
strengths SMC’s regional reputation and
attractive location, leading to solid overall
enrollment growth; strong growth in net
tuition per student, which reflects favorable student demand; and proactive financial management that has lead to consistently positive operations with strong debt
service coverage and reduced draws on
lines of credit.
“I am pleased that Moody’s has acknowledged the progress the College has made
on several fronts,” Michell said. And while
Saint Mary's is bucking the trend in higher
education, there remain challenges ahead,
including the highly competitive marketplace and the College's dependence on student charges (89 percent of total revenue).
The College also could further improve its
rating with growth in financial resources
through operations or gifts.

Each time I’ve led the fourth Seminar, when
we read Henry David Thoreau’s “Walking,”
I’ve thought it rather silly to sit still and
talk about walking. So each semester, the
students and I keep a sharp eye on the
weather as we approach that reading, and
sometimes we have to juggle the readings,
like we did this year. Despite the worrisome
drought, the exact day on which “Walking”
was scheduled, a storm was forecast, so we
agreed to move the readings around (which
might be breaking a Seminar rule), and the
students were good about keeping up with
the changes, which can be dangerous for
class discussion.
Nevertheless, we waited for a break
in the weather, agreed on a day to walk,
reminded each other to wear shoes we
don’t care about because we’d probably
be in mud, and set off on a gorgeous
sunny Thursday morning in mid-March.
Students were also told to wear pants
they didn’t mind getting dirty because we

would hold discussion on the stage in the
Redwood Grove.
As we walked in pairs, the students, with
their books, reflected on Thoreau’s writing.
We saw deer and turkeys (and Professor
Doval’s Integral class bird watching); we
noticed the different shades of green and
the colors of the blooming wildflowers,
and we smelled the fresh air, so clean after
the rains.
Normally, we walk past the statue of
Mary until we come to a paved road
behind the campus, then return to the
Redwood Grove to sit and discuss. But
the morning was so glorious that we
agreed to continue walking, providing we
continued to talk about the text (always
important to stay in the text), and we
walked the entire 90 minutes, arriving
on the Chapel lawn for the day’s “takeaway.” This is when students answer the
question, “What do you know now that
you didn’t know before?”

Students read Thoreau’s “Walking”
during the final Seminar that focuses
on the great writers and thinkers of
the 19th and 20th centuries.
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INTERVIEW

DANIEL XULI

Brave, Courageous Acts

EVENTS
JULY
18–20
Reunion Weekend
Saint Mary’s
19

Graduate and Professional Studies Reunion Day
Ends July 20
Exhibits at Saint Mary's College Museum of Art:
Dale Chihuly: The Venetians; Michael Collopy: Face
to Face; Movers and Shakers; All Natural: Work by
Pamela Blotner and Sam Perry; Big Keith: Golden
State Grandeur

26

Football Alumni Chapter 5th Quarter Picnic
12–3 p.m., Saint Mary’s

AUGUST
17
Summer Wine Festival
2–5 p.m., Soda Center
18

12th Annual Graduate Business Golf and Bocce
Tournament

SEPTEMBER
17 Creative Writing Reading Series: Daniel Alarcon
7:30–9:30 p.m., Soda Center

For more information on the alumni events listed
above: stmarys-ca.edu/alumnievents.
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Bishop Emeritus
John S. Cummins of
the Oakland Diocese,
an honored guest at the
Academic Convocation,
shared a laugh with
Brother Armin, right.

Xuli is headed to law
school after a busy college
career working corporate
internships while also
translating a Chinese book
on historical architecture in
the Nanjing region.

Brother Armin Altamirano Luistro, FSC, secretary of education
in the Philippines, influenced a fundamental change in Philippine education and also played a brave part in the politics of that
nation. He delivered the Convocation address and was awarded
an honorary doctorate in educational leadership at this year’s De
La Salle Week, the College’s annual celebration of our Lasallian
mission and the life of the Christian Brothers’ founder, St. John
Baptist de La Salle.
Brother Armin and his fellow Christian Brothers were brave,
vocal opponents of the corruption and poverty that thrived
under the governance of strongman Ferdinand Marcos, who
ruled the Philippines for 20 years. Brother Armin was a close
confidant of Corazon (Cory) Aquino, who challenged Marcos in
an election, defeating him and becoming the first woman president of the Philippines. The Christian Brothers sheltered Aquino
and, with other followers, protected her from assassination with
their own bodies when she appeared in public. Meanwhile, the
Brothers’ Green Hills campus in Manila became the home of the
central body for polling and tabulating election results.
“These are some of the brave, courageous acts of the Philippine Christian Brothers,” said Brother Dominic Berardelli, who
served for a number of years in the Brothers’ schools there.
Brother Armin had the honor of delivering Aquino’s eulogy at
her national funeral some years later. Her son, Benigno Aquino
III, appointed him his secretary of education.
In this role, Brother Armin refuses any kind of protection
or bulletproof car, unlike everyone else in the president’s cabinet. He drives his own simple car and reports a modest net
worth, just over $2,000. “He is above corruption,” said
Brother Dominic, adding that Brother Armin is known
for taking off by himself to visit schools throughout
the Philippines, arriving unannounced to see how
they are doing and to visit with the students.

parts was coordinating and meeting deadlines
given the time zone issue. I would stay up late
at night, but then have to get up for classes and
go to my regular job during the day. The feeling
of having something that you’ve worked on for
so long published is just beautiful. It’s actually
recently been recognized in China as a text of
reference for what good translation looks like.

One Shot at Life
BRAVE: ANDREW NGUYEN ’15

STUNNING GLASS VENETIANS

A new studio glass exhibit opened in June
at the Saint Mary’s Museum of Art, showcasing 72 works from a stunning collection
by glass artist Dale Chihuly. The Venetians,
on loan from the George R. Stroemple Collection, features large multicolored vessels
for drinking or holding liquids, some inspired by perfume bottles, with hot-formed
figurative sculptures of putti (chubby male
children, usually nude and sometimes
winged) and mythological creatures. Also
in the collection are smaller but no less
spirited vessels based on Venetian themes.

Class of 2014

What made you decide to come to Saint Mary’s
and major in politics?
I loved what Saint Mary’s had to offer with
regards to the academic quality of the professors and the relationships that professors and
students have. I wanted to major in politics for
a few reasons. It’s the major to go with in
undergrad if you want to pursue law school, and
it has one of the widest impacts on communities
and individuals.

Where does your work ethic come from?
From my mom. She was never one to allow for
slacking or settling and she led by example. I intend
to live up to her expectation and then exceed it. I
think I’ve always been goal-oriented because I’ve
always known what I want and what I have to do to
attain it. My mentality is that I get one shot at this
life and I fully intend to make the most of it.

What made you decide to pursue a degree in law?
A law degree will allow me to make a meaningful
and impactful difference on the lives of others. But
I also want to possess an understanding of the law
as it allows for me to be better prepared for pursuing politics later on in life, which is an option I’d like
to keep open.
What was it like translating a book from
Chinese to English in 2010, now in the
Library of Congress, about historical Chinese
architecture in the region of Nanjing?
Working on the book was amazing. A good
translation requires a lot of research and prep
work because you have to truly understand
the material, and that’s what made this project
unique and challenging. It felt great to be part of
a large publishing team with foreign colleagues
who worked entirely in Chinese. One of the hard

What has it been like spending many hours working corporate jobs in addition to your classes?
During my four years of undergrad, I’ve usually had
between two to three jobs at any given time, that
total 40 hours of work a week. It’s really difficult and
you need to be disciplined and focused. You’ll have
to make some sacrifices. But balancing a rigorous
work schedule with school has been an invaluable
experience that I would do again. My work has allowed me to gain valuable insight, knowledge and
skills that will contribute to my future of being a
corporate lawyer.
Who have been your biggest mentors?
I don’t have any specific mentors per se because I
believe there is something to learn from everyone
you come across. However, I do want to say that
my mom is my primary mentor. But I also view a lot
of my professors here at Saint Mary’s as my mentors, as many of them have been instrumental to
my academic development and the development
of my thought process.
What will you take away from Saint Mary’s?
You have to know who you are and what you
stand for. Anything can be done if you pursue it
and never give up; obstacles will always be there
and the only way past them is to address each one.
It’s easy to see others accomplish something and
assume that it came easy for them, but you never
know what they had to do and sacrifice to get to
where they are today. — Paige Gilliard ’15
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National Rugby Champs!
Saint Mary’s national
championship this spring
follows the Gaels’
second-place finish in the
USA Rugby College 7s
National Tournament in
November.
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The Saint Mary’s rugby team won its first-ever USA Rugby Division 1A national championship with a 21-6 triumph over Life
University of suburban Atlanta May 10 at Stanford’s Steuber
Rugby Stadium. The Gaels used outstanding defense to prevail
in a rematch of last year’s national final that Life rallied to win
after SMC led at halftime.
A national championship was far from head coach Tim
O’Brien’s mind coming into the season. “We graduated nine
starters from last year’s team, two of whom are now members
of the USA national team,” he said. “We had quite conservative
expectations. But the team’s love for one another and willingness to work in a cooperative and entrepreneurial environment
were keys to a terrific season.”
SMC trailed at halftime of the championship match but began
the second half with a fury. Captain Cooper Maloney, a junior
from Sebastopol, scored to put the Gaels in front for good early
in the second half. “The difference between this year and last
year is our ability to come back from mistakes,” said Maloney,
who was named most valuable player of the championship
match. “This year we were able to keep our heads and keep our
confidence.”
O’Brien said the Gaels work at being able to overcome adversity. “Mental, physical and emotional skill development are all
components of ‘play’ we focus on,” he said.
Saint Mary’s posted a 17-1 regular season record, with wins
over national powerhouses UC Berkeley, the most dominant
team in college rugby history, and BYU. — J.G. Preston

Former SMC star Patty Mills became the
first Gael to play for a National Basketball
Association championship team when his
San Antonio Spurs defeated the Miami
Heat in the NBA Finals. Mills provided a
tremendous spark off the bench for the
Spurs, with five three-point baskets and
17 points in the final game of the championship series. That came on the heels of
scoring 14 points, with four three-pointers, in the previous game. Mills totaled 31
points in less than 34 minutes of playing
time in the two games combined. During
the regular season he led the Spurs in both
games played and three-pointers made.
The NBA championship adds to an
impressive basketball resume for Mills,
who led the Gaels to the NCAA tournament in 2008 and played in the Olympics
for Australia in 2008 and 2012. Mills
had the highest scoring average of any
player in the 2012 Olympics, beating
out four-time NBA scoring champion
Kevin Durant. — J.G. Preston

POISE ON THE MOUND

No matter how impressive the results,
Cameron Neff isn’t the type of baseball player to stick his chest out and
sing his own praises.
Instead, the Saint Mary’s rising
sophomore is letting his right arm
do all the talking.
A pitcher for the Gaels who spent

RUGBY: REBECCA HARPER; NBA: D. CLARKE EVANS; POISE AND HALL OF FAMER: TOD FIERNER

NBA CHAMPION PATTY MILLS

much of the early season just trying to
shake the nerves that come with new surroundings, Neff made his presence known
up and down the West Coast over the first
two months of his collegiate career.
His run of brilliance began at Louis
Guisto Field on March 8 when the righthander from Salinas struck out 10 in a
complete game win over Penn State. It
kicked into high gear when he threw a
four-hit shutout at No. 9–ranked Cal
State Fullerton, and suddenly Neff was
faced with national attention.
“At the start of the season, I came in with
a bunch of nerves with pitching in college,”
Neff said. “After getting more and more
starts, I’m starting to settle in a little more
and maturing a little more. I’m not saying
it’s easy, but it’s getting a little easier.”
That stretch was only the beginning. Neff
struck out seven and allowed only one unearned run in eight innings at the University of Portland, then threw his third of five
complete games this season in a 5-2 win
over BYU at home. In the midst of all that
success, Neff built a streak of 32 2/3 innings in which he did not allow any earned
runs, an unheard-of statistic for such a
young pitcher.
“I said this at Bay Area
Media Day and then he
had a rough start at New
Mexico State, but nothing
fazes him,” Saint Mary’s
head coach Eric Valenzuela
said. “He’s the same guy
no matter what. He’s
done a phenomenal
job, and he’s only
getting better.
That’s the thing.
He’s getting
better each
week.”
— Ben Enos

Sand volleyball head
coach Mike Dodd won
75 titles in his 18-year
career and the silver
medal in the first
Olympics to feature
the sport.

Hall of Famer Steps In
When the Saint Mary’s sand volleyball
team found itself in need of a coach just
a few months before the 2014 season,
Gaels indoor coach Rob Browning knew
to look South.
That's where he found Mike Dodd,
1996 Olympic silver medalist, member of
the Volleyball Hall of Fame and longtime
coach to some of the best beach players
in the country. He came north from his
home in Southern California to coach
a Gaels team that had enjoyed a tremendously successful first season under
then-head coach Brent Crouch in 2013.
If anyone was familiar enough to step
right in for the Gaels, it was Dodd.
His daughter, Dalas, was already a
standout for Saint Mary’s both on the sand
and in the gym so it seemed only natural
that Dodd could lend his vast expertise to

a team already serving it up with gusto.
Browning and the coaching staff
assisted Dodd on the sand as he helped
the Gaels grow and improve as both
players and people. The team finished the
season 11-2 and sent a pair to the AVCA
National Championships for the second
straight year.
“With the professionals, they’ve played
for years and logged thousands and thousands of hours. They know the nuances
of the game, know how to play the wind,
how to have impeccable fundamentals, so
it’s truly fine-tuning with them,” Dodd
said. “Here, I leave practice hoarse because I’ve never talked so much. There’s
so much information and they’re so eager
to learn and so willing. It’s a completely
different dynamic and one I’m thoroughly
enjoying.” — Ben Enos
SUMMER 2014 11
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TASTINGS
Learn more about Chester Aaron and
The Marriage of Mushrooms and Garlic:
chesteraaron.com/mushroom_garlic.html.

Reveling in
Dance

TABLES TURNED

Jeffrey Brown, chief correspondent for
arts, culture and society on PBS NewsHour,
and his spouse, Paula Crawford, an artist and associate professor of painting at
George Mason University, visited campus
in March as Woodrow Wilson fellows. Their
visit gave members of the community the
chance to turn the tables on the veteran
journalist and ask him questions, and the
couple participated in panel discussions on
the value of a liberal arts education and the
intersections of art, poetry and practice.
The Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellows
program, administered by the Council of
Independent Colleges in Washington, D.C.,
brings prominent nonacademic professionals to campuses across the United States
for seminars, workshops and lectures. Saint
Mary’s has participated in the Visiting Fellows program for 20 years.

CHESTER AARON
Professor Emeritus

Aaron taught literature,
writing and Collegiate
Seminar for 25 years.
This is an excerpt from a
book he co-authored
with Malcolm Clark:
The Marriage of
Mushrooms and Garlic
(Zumaya Publications,
2013). Aaron is also a
garlic grower.
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JOYFUL DIVERSITY

This spring a series of six events celebrated
the diversity on the Saint Mary’s campus.
The Arabian, Asian and Latino Cultural
Nights, The Bash (for LGBTQIA), Lu’au and
Expressions of Blackness drew enthusiastic
crowds of friends and family, who enjoyed
food, entertainment and thought-provoking
reflections on historical milestones,
customs and contemporary
issues. These annual
celebrations are
sponsored by
the Intercultural
Center.
FLAVOR: ROGER&THEBEAUTYOFGARLIC.COM; REVELING: LIZ PAYNE

The Flavor
of Healing

I grew up in a coal-mining village in Western Pennsylvania during the Depression.
My father, an émigré from Russia, and my
mother, from Poland, filled our garden
with vegetables and herbs. The plant most
treasured by both mother and father? Garlic or chesnok in Russian. The bulbs grew
from seeds of different varieties purchased
in Pittsburgh from immigrant farmers.
For my parents, garlic was not grown
just to be eaten. When I suffered bruises or
had to fight off ailments, my parents relied
on garlic. If I had an earache or toothache, I
leaned into the best position to permit my
father to squeeze a peeled garlic clove onto
the target. Relief was almost immediate.
Years later, when I was in the war in
Germany, wounded American soldiers
relied on penicillin. Russian soldiers did
not have penicillin.
How many times did I see a wounded
Russian soldier reach into his pocket and
bring out a clove of garlic, bite off and
swallow the tip, then rub the open end of
the clove on his wounds? Their recovery
rate was as good as ours.
Now, many years since that war and
a century since my mother and father’s
garden and those different-colored garlic
bulbs, I hear my father’s voice: “Chesnok
ess gut, Chester. Essen. Und roob.” “Garlic
is good, Chester. Eat. And rub.”

Dana Lawton has been
dancing and choreographing for 25 years.

It began with a generous offer of a
ride to dance rehearsal 17 years ago.
Fresh out of graduate school at Mills
College, Dana Lawton caught a lift with
CatherineMarie Davalos, who at the time
was putting together the dance program at
Saint Mary’s. After discovering that Lawton
had an M.F.A. in dance, Davalos offered
her a job. Lawton accepted right away and
immediately began teaching ballet—using a
boom box. Seventeen years later the boom
box is gone, but Lawton remains on campus
blazing new roads for dance at Saint Mary’s.
When she’s not fostering her students’
passion for dance, Lawton celebrates her
love for the craft and the success of her
company, Dana Lawton Dances. The
group’s new show, Beyond This Moment,
premiered at Berkeley’s Ashby Stage in
October 2013.
Lawton spent a year and a half choreographing the show, an exploration of “the
thematic material of memory,” for eight
dancers ranging in age from 23 to 66. The
wide age span of Lawton’s dancers enriches
the focus on memory. One dance, “Ashes,”
revisits the death of Lawton’s dear friend’s mother. The dancers
gathered to talk about loss and death, and Lawton said the “richness and density of that conversation. . .would not be there if it
was all 25-year-olds.”
Lawton also turned to fellow faculty members Linda Baumgardner for lighting design and Rojelio Lopez for set design. Four
musicians accompany the show with live music, an increasingly
rare event. “Live music makes dancers smarter,” she said.
After opening at the Ashby Stage to four sold-out performances, the show then traveled to Lawton’s hometown of Santa
Barbara, where it again sold out and received excellent reviews.
Continuing its winning streak, the company has been invited to
perform at a festival in the south of France.
Lawton, who became the chair of the Dance Department this
summer, will be rechoreographing her show to fit the elements
of her performance spaces, one outside surrounded by forest and
the other in an art gallery. She said she is excited by the creative
opportunity, designing the gallery performance as if it were an
exhibit, staging parts of it throughout the gallery and encouraging the audience to walk through the space as if they were
looking at still art. — Holland Enke ’15
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SEBA Joins Elite Group

A LICENSE FOR ACTION

Leon Panetta, former secretary of defense
and director of the Central Intelligence
Agency for President Barack Obama, addressed 764 graduating seniors Saturday,
May 24, at the 2014 undergraduate commencement ceremony. “Your education
is a license to action, not an excuse to sit
back and do nothing,” said Panetta, whose
public service career spans more than 50
years. “Your Seminar education made you
think and now you have to act. Changes in
our democracy I am afraid are not going
to happen from the top down. It’s going to
happen from the bottom up. And you’re it.”

BY GREG CLARK
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LICENSED: DAN ROSENSTRAUCH

ROAD MAP FOR THE FUTURE

In February, Saint Mary’s embarked on a
five-phase process to map the College’s
future strategic direction. The process is designed to galvanize the College community
around a compelling vision and future possibilities for continued intellectual vibrancy,
financial strength and innovation.
The project will engage the College
community in defining a five-year plan that
specifies goals, initiatives, outcomes, measures, resources and a framework to move
the College toward achieving its aspirations.
The steering committee for the planning
process conducted open listening sessions
for faculty, staff and students, facilitated by
The Napa Group, a consulting firm. Town
halls and other forums will be held in fall
2014 to review the draft strategic plan,
which will be finalized by December 2014.
“I continue to be impressed with the
way our community is coming together in
support of this important initiative,” said
President James Donahue. “Together, we
are creating a road map for our future.”

Provost Bethami Dobkin,
President James
Donahue, four members
of the AACSB accrediting
team and, on the right,
SEBA Dean Zhan Li.

In January, the School of Economics and Business Administration
(SEBA) achieved an important milestone when it was awarded
AACSB (Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business)
accreditation. With this honor, SEBA joins an elite group of business schools recognized as representing the highest international
standard of instruction and scholarship in business education.
Less than 5 percent of the world’s business programs have earned
AACSB accreditation.
“This is a watershed moment for our college,” said President
James Donahue. “This accreditation confirms what we have long
known—SEBA is a top-caliber business school that is among the
best in the world.”
Saint Mary’s College has a long tradition of offering quality undergraduate and graduate business programs—including the Bay
Area’s first and largest executive MBA program, said SEBA Dean
Zhan Li. “Earning AACSB accreditation was an essential next step
in our ongoing efforts to become an internationally recognized
business school for developing individuals who think globally and
lead responsibly.”
With its first set of standards adopted in 1919, AACSB accreditation is considered the longest-standing, most recognized form
of professional accreditation business schools can earn. Challenging postsecondary educators to pursue excellence and continuous
improvement through their business programs, AACSB provides
internationally recognized accreditation for business and accounting programs at the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels.
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MAKIKO IMAMURA

Professor of Communication

One of the most important things about being a leader of any context is the ability to listen to other people and what they want to say.
Understanding is really the base of any kind of leadership. If you don’t
understand another person, how you can make things work? You
have to be attentive and aware of the nonverbal cues that surround
the verbal message, while also being careful not to make any drastic
conclusions based on that.

PATRICK LORENZO M.A. ’12

Admissions

When I think about leadership, I think about values, and values expressed.
Leadership is ultimately about action; it’s about how you go about living your
life both professionally and personally. That comes to life through the values that
you carry. After going through the Leadership M.A. Program here, I realized that
leadership is personal; it has a relationship. Everyone is going to have a different
way of valuing and expressing that leadership, so it’s about each individual.

ROUNDTABLE

RYAN LAMBERTON ’05, M.A. ’12

BROTHER MICHAEL MEISTER

Educational Partnerships and Outreach Coordinator, CILSA

Leadership can be learned; it’s a creative process, an art that can be
practiced for a lifetime. I have witnessed this firsthand through working
with many SMC students over the last six years. I like to share the story
of High Potential student Iris Rodriguez ’12 who as a sophomore very
anxiously delivered an orientation to approximately 15 SMC students for
a CILSA Saturday of Service. Two years later, as a senior, Iris confidently
delivered several presentations to hundreds of prospective SMC students.
“Experience builds confidence” was her mantra. Faculty and staff at Saint
Mary’s invite and welcome students to live to their fullest potential, both
inside and outside of the classroom.

Professor of Theology and Religious Studies

Leadership is a way of helping people do the best they can. I think
of leadership as a way of opening doors and getting out of the
way. In a sense it’s like a big circle—the person who’s the leader
can be in the front, can be on either of the sides, can be in the
back, but doesn’t necessarily have to be the one who’s always “I’m
the boss.” To me leadership is empowering and affirming people.
It’s showing them how to do things by your own example and by
finding out what people can do, and then enabling them to do it.

AUDREY CHASE ’15

For me, leadership is best represented by someone who is not
afraid to take a risk, make a change or voice an opinion. They
are willing to take their ideas and dreams and make them into
reality. A strong leader is someone who isn’t afraid to fall, dust
themselves off and get right back up, and they take failure as
an opportunity to learn and make a different choice next time.
In the words of Henry Ford, “Whether you think you can, or
think you can’t—you’re right.”

THE TOPIC

Take Me
to Your
Leader

Everybody talks about leadership, but
what does it really mean? Is it one of
those “I’ll know it when I see it” things
that we struggle endlessly to define?
Just try Googling the word and witness
the mountains of books, irrefutable laws,
numbered lists of attributes, style and
advice available on the topic. There may
not be one simple definition, but a meaningful and subtle variety in this most fundamental element of character.
So, we asked the question—What is
leadership?

JESSICA CHEW ’15

Assistant Dean of Student Life

JULES PEREZ ’14

Leadership means not being the one in front but being the one in the back. Usually people
look at a leader that’s a model or an image, but to me it’s more than that. It’s being someone who can boost up the room’s energy, someone who can let their actions speak louder
than their words. There are a lot of people that can motivate using their words or their
talents, but it’s more than that. Leadership is a lifestyle; it’s more than a speech.
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Leadership is having the ability to step up and be able to help
people find their own leadership skills. You have to make the
tough calls. A leader considers everyone’s opinions but can’t
expect to always be liked. Step back and let others have time to
speak. Leadership has different forms: an outgoing person can be
a leader and a quiet person can be a leader. It is about the ability
to get people moving, inspire them to take action. Leaders help
create other leaders.

ETE MARTINEZ ANDERSON

I think of someone who definitely knows how to work with different types of people, someone who is fair and thinks strategically,
so they know that there are different situations and different answers. Open-mindedness goes with working with others. If you’re
not open-minded, then you’ll exclude some people and include
others. You have to take into account that everyone’s not the same.
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EVAN RICHARDSON ’14

President of Black Student Union, Chief Justice of the Judicial Tribunal

MARSHALL WELCH

I have bought into the leadership definition used on campus. It is
about people coming together around a goal. It is creating a positive
social change. I see that very clearly when I look around campus.
For example, the purpose of the Campus Activities Board is to
create positive change through creating positive programming.
The President’s Cabinet creates change here first, but this produces
alumni who will create positive social change out in the world.
Leadership is not “What position do I have?” It is “What’s my place
in the world and how will it affect the world?”

Director of CILSA

Leadership is shepherding, which means you are not out in front leading, but behind and gently guiding people toward something. The life of a shepherd is lonely; it’s dirty and smelly, and
you step in a lot of stuff along the way. It doesn’t mean standing out in front and waiting for
people to fall in behind you. Leadership is empowering others to achieve their goals and vision
that are related to the overall mission of an office or institution. It means stepping back and
letting them run with it while taking the role of “guide on the side.”
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50
The 1950 Collegian reported that in
June the College “will bid good bye to
the largest assortment of characters
that ever graced a campus.” You might
accept that as spirited hyperbole, but
when you hear some of these Gaels’
stories, you begin to see the truth in it.

The ink-blue waters
of the South Pacific
hide the wreckage of
many brutal WWII
naval and air battles,
including the American
Douglas Dauntless
dive bomber in which
Robert Bernard ’50
served as the radioman
and gunner. He and his
pilot, Jim Dougherty,
hunted down Japanese
supply ships and
supported the Marine
infantry trying to seize
control of Guadalcanal.

ROBERT BERNARD

On July 23, 1943, Dougherty and
Bernard, swinging low over Munda, a
settlement in the Solomon Islands, hit
their target but took flak from Japanese
anti-aircraft guns, forcing them to nurse
their damaged bomber 10 miles to Rendova, an island ringed with black sand,
that just two days before had been seized
by U.S. troops.
Their plane went into the Rendova
Lagoon and sank fast. Bernard pulled his
pilot from the wreckage, and they drifted
in a life raft until help finally came. The
PT boat that found them was skippered by
a young lieutenant who would one day be
the President of the United States—John
Fitzgerald Kennedy.
Bernard and Dougherty’s bomber was
found some 50 years later under 40 feet
of water, a discovery that was chronicled
in a 1990s documentary, War Wrecks of the
Coral Seas, which also told the story of the
pair’s rescue by the future president and
his crew. The pilot, by then in his 70s, got
the chance to dive down to the wreckage
and sit in the cockpit one last time.
Bernard, who had joined the Marines
in 1942, returned home, with the Air
Medal and several Presidential Citations,
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Read more about Father Caesar Caviglia in a story
by one of his classmates, Joe Casalnuovo ’50:
stmarys-ca.edu/slats.

ROBERT KOZLOWSKI
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to enroll at Saint Mary’s in 1946. Later,
he joined the Alameda County District
Attorney’s Office as an investigator,
working on such high-profile cases as the
Patty Hearst kidnapping, the UC riots and
the Black Panther shootout with Oakland
police. After 30 years, he retired and became a private eye in Berkeley.
Bernard and the other men in the
class of 1950 had returned from war to
a changed America—severe shortages of
goods, housing and jobs. But they were
determined to live their lives. Thanks to
the GI Bill, they were able to start businesses, buy homes and go to college. Of
the class that entered Saint Mary’s in
1946, the largest up to that point, 80
percent were veterans.
“This is a special breed of men, truly
the ‘Greatest Generation,’ ” said Ron
Turner ’79, special gifts officer at Saint
Mary’s and an honorary member of the
class of 1950. “They were polite, and they
never complained. Many of them went
into teaching. They wanted to give back.”
“Nevertheless, returning from war
and adjusting to life as a college freshman had its rocky moments,” Turner
recounted. “In those days ‘initiation’ was
a popular tradition. But upperclassmen
realized in a hurry that you’re not going
to haze a 24-year-old freshman who had
just fought in a war.”
“I remember when they tried to get
this one guy to wear a freshman beanie,”
said Robert Kozlowski ’50, “he looked
them in the eye and said, ‘You’ve got to
be kidding.’”
Kozlowski, one of the Gael freshmen just
out of high school, has fond memories of
the evening bull sessions with the former
soldiers. “Fantastic. You had people who
had served in Germany, Japan, Okinawa,”
he said. “They all had stories, true or not, I
don’t know. But they sure were good stories. It was a great experience.”
What did the younger guys learn from
them? “Life,” Kozlowski said. “And how
tenuous it is.”
The veterans were a great influence on
the younger freshmen, said Kozlowski,
who went on to earn his Ph.D. at Northwestern and worked as a chemist at

Chevron. He later helped found and
served as the winemaker for Kenwood
Vineyards in Sonoma.
“When these guys went into the service, they didn’t know if they would ever
come back,” Kozlowski said. “They were
relieved to have survived, after seeing all
of that. Some guys had nightmares, posttraumatic stress before we called it that.”
Early on there was a controversy over
school spirit and participation in activities, with club presidents and others
complaining about the lack of it, which
some of the older guys considered unfair.
Many of them had families and jobs and
were carrying 20 units.
“The maturity difference was notice-

able,” Kozlowski said. “Guys right out of
high school were still not even shaving in
some cases and others were mature men.”
American commentators had wondered
if hardened soldiers would find it difficult
to adjust to civilian life. Of the 16 million
men and women who served, those who
returned were just eager to get on with it.
“There was more of an urgency then to
get a job, get married and have children,”
said Neil Sweeney ’50, who trained as a
radio-gunner for Navy torpedo bombers
and narrowly missed action as the war
ended. He and his wife, Beverly, whom he
met at a Saint Mary’s/Dominican mixer,
had eight children, six of whom are Gaels,
including Saint Mary’s Professor Frances

NEIL SWEENEY

Sweeney ’86 M.A., Liberal Studies ’08. Six
grandchildren also attended Saint Mary’s.
Returning World War II vets applied
for marriage licenses in record numbers,
and more than 50 percent of them took
advantage of the GI Bill.
Sweeney, who had put in a semester at
Saint Mary’s before joining the Navy, came
home determined to become a football
coach. Even with the GI Bill, he always
worked another job while in school. He
was able to achieve his goal of becoming
a football coach, first at Saint Elizabeth
High School in Oakland and then as head
coach at Amador Valley High in Pleasanton, where he later became principal.
Sweeney retired as deputy superintendent
of the Amador Valley/Pleasanton school
district and then served as the assistant
commissioner of the California Interscholastic Federation.
“I was pretty goal-oriented when I
came back,” he said. “For most of the
GIs, it was pretty much all business. They
didn’t get involved in too many hijinks.”
Despite his only being two years older
than the younger freshmen, Sweeney remembers feeling a lot older.
“The serious students were especially
grateful to have the opportunity to go
to school, and they made the most of it,”
said Kozlowski. “But there were a lot of
characters in our class,” he said.
“We were a motley crew that descended
upon this campus in 1946,” said the
late Father Caesar J. Caviglia ’50 in his
homily, delivered at the class’s 50th anniversary reunion in 2000. “There were
very few among us prepared for the world
of academia. Fashioned by the Depression,
confident of the righteousness of our nation, patriotic to a fault and so many of
us benefiting from the GI Bill. No nation
had ever been so abruptly enriched with
an educated citizenry.”
Caviglia also came to Saint Mary’s right
out of high school. He’d grown up in a
Nevada mining town and intended to
take an internship as a machinist at Kennecott Copper. But he tutored his older
brother, Tommy Caviglia ’50, a returning
vet, to prepare him for college. And for
moral support, Caesar (aka “Slats”) even
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Read a PDF of Golden Gael, the
160-page book about the class of
1950: stmarys-ca.edu/goldengael.

took the entrance exam with him. When
Saint Mary’s accepted them both, Tommy
decided his younger brother, still bent on
the machinist internship, would go to college, too. So he and his buddies kidnapped
Slats, tied him up, threw him in the
rumble seat of the old Model A and took
him along. Both brothers ended up staying, making their room “poker central”
on campus. Slats, acknowledged by classmates as genial and an average student,
went on to become a priest and an educator who was honored as a Distinguished
Nevadan for his many good works for the
people in his home state.
One purveyor of school spirit who
chose a quite different path was veteran
Anthony Poshepny ’50, who had two
Purple Hearts and a Silver Star from
combat in the fierce and bloody five-

week assault on Iwo Jima. He was part
of an elite group of Marine raiders in the
Second Parachute Battalion who jumped
into the fray.
Tony Po, as he became known later as
a covert operative in Southeast Asia, galloped around the field at Kezar Stadium
in San Francisco on a white horse, trying
to fire up football fans cheering for the
legendary Saint Mary’s team. A nonsmoker himself, Tony was hired by Philip
Morris to hand out free samples at a time
when people still thought smoking was
good for you.
Born Anthony Poshepny on Sept. 18,
1924, in Long Beach, Tony Po grew up
in Kenwood in the still wild and wooly,
pre-vineyard days of Sonoma County. He
drew attention early as a skilled golfer
and went on to box, play football, baseball

FATHER CAESAR J. CAVIGLIA
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and golf at Santa Rosa High School, where
he fell in love with history and English.
Throughout his life he recited favorite
passages from memory.
When the handsome war vet enrolled
at Saint Mary’s in 1946, he was a standout
golfer, became captain of the team and
was a popular leader on campus. “How ya
doin’, Chick?” was his standard greeting.
He had been class president for three years
and hoped to be student body president
his senior year. But school officials denied
him the opportunity because of his low
grades. Poshepny responded by transferring out, reportedly taking the entire golf
team with him.
After graduating from San Jose State
with a degree in history, Poshepny applied to the FBI, which, after seeing his
war record, sent him to the CIA. That’s
when his classmates lost track of him
because, after training, Poshepny went to
Asia, where he would work on a number
of clandestine operations for years. Rumor
had it that the Colonel Kurtz character
played by Marlon Brando in Apocalypse
Now was based in part on Tony Po, which
he dismissed, as did the movie’s director,
Francis Ford Coppola.
But Tony Po’s activities in Southeast
Asia were the stuff of movies, a mixed bag
of heroic leadership and violence. With
the escalation of the Korean conflict,
which engaged some of the younger men
in the class of 1950, Po trained North
Korean refugees as operatives and sent
them back across the 38th parallel. He
worked undercover in Thailand; was
involved in a failed plot to overthrow
Indonesia’s Sukarno government; and is
thought to have trained dissidents from
Tibet, reportedly helping to get the Dalai
Lama safely out of the country.
By 1961, Po was in Laos, training the
secret army of Vang Pao as they fought the
Marxist Pathet Lao and the Vietnamese
Communists. He became a leader for the
Hmong tribesmen he’d trained and saved
many from retaliation when the U.S.
government withdrew its support. Po
married a Laotian princess, broke with the
CIA and lived in Thailand for a few years
before returning to San Francisco. Over

ANTHONY POSHEPNY

the years, he had been wounded several
times and survived an attempt to defuse a
bomb that blew off his two middle fingers
and killed another man.
Years later, Po’s classmates finally tracked
him down and were surprised to find
him living nearby. The nattily dressed
older man, damaged by war wounds and
with a case full of medals at home, relied
on a cane to walk into reunion. “It’s been
a long time, Chick,” he said.
After all those years of helping to win
a war and building a prosperous post-war
America, the class of 1950, at their 1995
reunion, decided there was another way

to give back. They established the Saint
Mary’s Class of 1950 Millennium Scholarship Fund, with the first undergraduate
scholarship presented at their 50th reunion. The fund has now grown to a cool
half-million dollars, having again united
this generation of Gaels around a common goal. The names of contributors are
displayed on a plaque in Filippi Hall. And
since 1995, class member Joe Casalnuovo,
a member of the Scholarship Ad Hoc
Committee that included Kozlowski and
Sweeney, has written regular newsletters
for his classmates, keeping them informed
of everyone’s doings.
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BY ANDREW FAUGHT

Building a successful
career in one of the
toughest industries out
there requires talent,
sure, but above all,
it demands real pluck.
Some sturdy Gaels have
demonstrated that they
have the discipline,
motivation and resilience
to make it in Hollywood.
And they say it all started
at Saint Mary’s.

GAELS in

HOLLY WOOD
24
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IN A
TOWN
where longevity can be as fleeting as a rising starlet’s Botox injections, Gary Murphy ’74 keeps showing up. He’s been kicking
around Hollywood for 35 years, one joke at a time.
“I should be too old. There are a million reasons I shouldn’t
be working,” said Murphy, a writer and producer best known
for his Emmy-nominated work on The Tonight Show and Malcolm
in the Middle.
“It took me a long time to accept this, but if you’re good and
you know what you’re doing, that’s a valuable commodity,” he
added. “It isn’t a fair town at all, but you can overcome a lot. I
still love the idea of sitting around and coming up with things.”
There may be no script for success, but Murphy and other
alumni have struck show-biz fortunes with a blend of resilience, self-advocacy and Gael-inspired motivation—from a
January Term on Broadway or the belief that their liberal arts
backgrounds schooled them well in the art of the possible.
They’ve endured countless auditions and rejections, produced award-winning cinema and television, and penned
scripts enjoyed by millions. But success, even back to Saint
Mary’s most famous thespian—Tony Martin ’34, an actor
and singer who starred in musicals during the 1940s and
’50s—always starts with something every bit as important
as natural talent.
“You’ve got to have a thick skin,” said Margaret French-Isaac
’85, a producer whose film credits include Stepmom and The Fan.
“It’s basically being
able to play well with
others, which helps in
all aspects of life.”
French-Isaac credits
her days as a student
worker in the Graduate
Education Office for
teaching her how to
operate in an office
| Margaret French-Isaac ’85 |
setting—skills she
applied in her first
full-time job with

“YOU’VE GOT
TO HAVE A
THICK SKIN.”
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Paramount Pictures’ human resources office.
She did her time and was promoted to creative executive,
then went on to DreamWorks for two years to work in a mail
room and then climbed to the ranks of Hollywood’s creative
power brokers.
French-Isaac, who earned her degree in liberal arts (with a
minor in business) gravitated to show business for one overriding reason: a love of storytelling—uplifting and transformative.
“The goal was to get into film somewhere,” she said. “I
didn’t know where.” She’s now a producer at Infinitum
Nihil, actor Johnny Depp’s production company, where she’s
developing a network television series that aims to transform
Shakespeare plays into several 10-episode series.
“The professors and small class size made me feel that
anything was possible to achieve,” French-Isaac said. “The
education and values at Saint Mary’s were going to be a step
toward the next part of my life, and those have been reflected
in what I’ve tried to accomplish.”
Meanwhile, Murphy, a history major, got his start in
the Saint Mary’s Library, where he perused the stacks for
books that could tell him how to make a living being funny.
He tried out material as a member of Butch Whacks & The
Glass Packs, a 1950s nostalgia show band that incorporated
music and comedy routines. The band, founded by Saint
Mary’s classmates in 1971, staged its final gig in San Francisco
this June.

Walt deFaria ’49,
producer of three
TV series or movies based on the
children’s book
The Borrowers,
used to stage living room productions as a child.

The College even let him take off the fall semester of his
senior year so he could tour the country with the group. The
band played clubs around the Bay Area, with Murphy retreating
to the kitchen between acts to catch up on his studies.
“Whatever got a laugh, we’d keep, and we tried a lot of stuff
that didn’t work. It was the crazy courage of being 19 or 20
years old,” said Murphy, who, after graduation, struck out for
Los Angeles, where he landed work writing for The Merv Griffin
Show and The Tonight Show. “I think my parents felt like I was
joining the circus. Nobody in our family had done anything
like this.”
Being a screen star can feel like a sideshow in its own right.
It’s one thing when Hollywood discovers and validates talent,
quite another when fans join in. Mahershala Ali ’96 was standing in line at a Los Angeles Starbucks several years ago when he
felt a tap on his shoulder.
Turning to meet his inquisitor, Ali’s eyes landed on someone straight out of Central Casting. Only, he wasn’t. Instead,
it was a homeless man praising his work on TV’s The 4400,
a critically acclaimed sci-fi television show
that ran four seasons starting in 2004.
“It was really kind of shocking,” recalled
Ali, whose career has taken a star turn lately
with his portrayal of the morally bankrupt
Remy Danton on Netflix’s House of Cards.
“How would he have had access to the show?
It turns out he had been in a rehab program
and they were playing a 4400 marathon.”
An acting career was never preordained
for Ali, a mass communications major. His
grandmother always told him to have three
career options.
Ali didn’t take his first acting class until
his junior year at Saint Mary’s with Professor
| Gary Murphy '74 |
of Theater Rebecca Engle. “It wasn’t like she
was speaking a foreign language to me,” he
said. “Saint Mary’s was definitely the birth of
me for acting and beginning to take myself
seriously as an actor.” Ali did consider law school or a graduatelevel creative writing program. But then there was acting.
Margaret French-Isaac
He honed his performance chops by taking part in slam
’85 (shown here with
poetry events around the Bay Area and really caught the perforher daughter, Sydney, at
mance bug while apprenticing after graduation at Orinda's
the premiere of The Lone
California Shakespeare Festival, then in Berkeley.
Ranger, which she helped
“It was very much alive in my heart,” he said. “The stage
produce) says her experiresonated
with me in a way that felt like home; it felt very true
ence in the Saint Mary’s
for
me.
I
was
following my passion, and I always believed if you
Graduate Education Ofdo that, it would work out.”
fice helped her land her
first full-time job with
Ali went on to earn a master’s in acting at New York UniParamount Pictures.
versity and then landed movie roles that included The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button, in addition to several episodes of HBO’s
Treme. He’s currently filming The Hunger Games: Mocking jay.
Jorge Diaz ’06 never had any doubts about his profession.
The communication major from Los Angeles performed in
middle school stage productions but redoubled his commit-

“I THINK MY
PARENTS FELT
LIKE I WAS
JOINING THE
CIRCUS.”
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ment to acting after watching a filming of TV’s Married…With
Children. He’d later sneak onto studio lots, enamored of the
creative process.
Diaz went on to act in the films Paranormal Activity: The Marked
Ones; Filly Brown; and Love, Concord, which was directed by
Gustavo Guardado Jr. ’01. He recently finished filming The 33,
based on the collapse of a Chilean gold and copper mine in 2010.
“When I found something I was passionate about, doors just
started opening,” Diaz said. “I had to take advantage of opportunities that were presenting themselves.”
Success has allowed him to be more discriminating in the
roles he accepts: “I didn’t want to go from Paranormal to doing a
cheap, silly stoner comedy or something that would go straight
to DVD. I wanted to up the game a little.”
Still, there are challenges. Roles based on Latino stereotypes
abound: gardeners, gangbangers and criminals.
“My agent has had to fight for me,”
said Diaz, whose mother worries about
the Hollywood business, concerned her
son will end up fodder for the tabloids.
But risk has always been part of Diaz’s
persona. In a decision befitting his
improvisational skills, he chose to attend Saint Mary’s sight unseen because
“I wanted to be somewhere I didn’t
know anyone, just to see how I would
naturally react in that environment.
Buck Herron ’79, who appeared in the movie, Only
You, is head of performing
arts at The American School
in London. Below, Herron
(center) on the set of Ondine.

That first semester I asked myself so many questions and grew
so much,” he saud,
He was influenced by a workshop hosted at the College by
Bay Area playwright Octavio Solis, and also by a Jan Term trip
to the Sundance Film Festival.
Diaz is an acute observer of human nature, and it’s with eyes
wide open that he goes about his craft.
“Every experience you go through as a human makes you a
better actor, and you constantly have to be conscious and aware
of the relationships you have with people so you can use that in
your art,” Diaz said.
Nearly 5,500 miles east, Buck Herron ’79 is instructing a new
generation of talent, including Downton Abbey’s Michael Benz,
as head of performing arts at The American School in London.
He oversees 16 performing arts instructors and 1,000 students
in kindergarten through high school. He’s directed 35 school
plays since 1998, including, most recently, the
musical Avenue Q.
“It’s very much talking about racism, sexual
orientation and young love,” Herron said.
“There’s a lot to it, and it’s really perfect to
encourage conversation in school, which is
really what should be happening.”
Herron performed alongside Marisa Tomei
and Robert Downey Jr. in the 1994 romantic
comedy Only You. And while he still has a
London agent, “I just don’t seem to have time
to act,” he said.
“Directing has been the most creative part
of my career,” he said. “I’m working so much
more consistently and creatively, and that’s
been fulfilling. I’m very fortunate for that.
Directing is giving back to the art.”

“DIRECTING
HAS BEEN
THE MOST
CREATIVE
PART OF MY
CAREER.”
| Buck Herron ’79 |

Herron traces his passion to Saint Mary’s, where he performed in Grease and reveled in the camaraderie among the
actors. A double major in psychology and English, Herron’s
Jan Term experience in New York, where he saw 13 plays in a
week, cinched his decision to pursue a life in the arts.
“I just fell in love with what I felt was really the sacredness
of theater, where I went in and was transformed by everything
I was exposed to,” he said. “I quietly came back
ErinRose Widner
and thought, ‘Oh, my goodness.’ A year later I
’01 appears here
went to drama school.”
in a scene from her
Not every actor follows the same path to work.
viral YouTube hit,
ErinRose Widner ’01 was so busy with her job as
The Women of Wall
a vice president for a Los Angeles media company
Street, in which she
that she didn’t have much free time for auditions.
plays the Leonardo
“I would audition for roles that were one-liners
DiCaprio role.
here and there, but I just felt I could do more,” she
said. “So I started creating my own projects.”
Years before web-based series became popular, Widner cocreated and acted in a 10-part series called Deserted, a parody of
the hit TV show Lost. She also created and starred in The Women
of Wall Street, another parody that mocks the Academy Award–
nominated The Wolf of Wall Street. She’s developing a third web
series called The Great Indoors, about a group of board gamers.
In some ways, it’s easier now to break into show business,
Widner said. But there’s always a flip side.
Town when she was a senior. “It was an incredible experience
“There are absolutely more avenues with the Internet and
for me,” Widner said. “It was my dream role since I was 7 or 8.”
camera technology becoming so cheap,” she said. “But that
Walt deFaria ’49 traces his Hollywood dreams back to childmeans the market has become saturated with content, so it’s
hood,
when he staged living room productions with whatever
also harder to find some of the good stuff.”
props
he
could muster. “I used to take a card table, turn it
Theater has always been Widner’s passion, one nurtured at
upside
down,
hang Christmas tree lights on it and turn on the
Saint Mary’s. She grew up reading classic plays and watching
radio
for
dialogue
for cutout figures,” he said.
old movies on AMC. She went on to perform in several theater
DeFaria
was
so
tantalized
by children’s fare that he bought
productions at the College, including playing the lead in Our
the rights in 1971 for The Borrowers, a fantasy novel about a family of tiny people by author Mary Norton. He’s since produced
three television series or movies based on the story, the last
being the film The Secret World of Arrietty in 2010.
Now semiretired, deFaria, who lives in Carmel, offers this
advice for aspiring
producers: “Be able
Jorge Diaz ’06 (in
to accept rejection.
cap), who has acted
You simply have
in movies including
to have a goal and
Paranormal Activity:
The Marked Ones,
stick to it. I was
with Lou Diamond
going to get it one
Phillips. Diaz traced
way or another.”
some of his iniWith persevertial inspiration to
ance, deFaria and
a Jan Term trip to
other Saint Mary’s
the Sundance Film
alumni are making
Festival.
it clear that there
are many curtain
calls to come.
| Walt deFaria ’49 |
Nothing beats a
happy ending.

“YOU SIMPLY
HAVE TO
HAVE A GOAL
AND STICK
TO IT.”
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The

Big

Shift
At Saint Mary’s, professors
ask students to step
into the unfamiliar, even
though it can get messy
and uncomfortable.
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AFTER TRAVELING TO BRAZIL’S AMAZON
in January, Hoi Wong ’14 shifted his graduate
school focus from federal law enforcement to
international development. Cassie Brunelle’s
junior year experience studying in Barcelona
in 2011 so profoundly altered her worldview
that upon her return she questioned her
deep commitment to her lacrosse team and
reconsidered her future plans. Jennifer Tolcher
’15 overcame her fears about working in the
rain forest during January Term and found a
resilience she didn’t know she had.
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These three students—along with
hundreds of their classmates—discovered
their ability to navigate the unknown,
grew comfortable with being uncomfortable, and altered their view of themselves
and the world as a result, thanks to their
Saint Mary’s experience.
While Saint Mary’s takes great care
with its students—class sizes are small
and professors are easy to talk to—it also
nudges them into uncomfortable situations on purpose. Through the signature
Collegiate Seminar program, the robust
study-abroad program (about 150
students take classes out of the country
every year), and intense service-learning
trips during Jan Term, students trade
ideas, work as a group, arrive at solutions
together and take risks while the adult
leaders—ideally—step aside.
For many students, it is the first time
they have been in a situation where
they are in charge. Because Seminar
professors arrive at the table having to
decipher Plato or Cervantes text along
with the rest of their class, the typical
class hierarchy does not exist. Jan Term
trip leaders arrive in the Amazon or
Haiti, brainstorming alongside fellow
team members about how to best fix a
roof. And Saint Mary’s students have
to navigate a new culture and language
without parents or familiar teachers in
countries from Spain to Mexico. This
collective experience forces students on
this cozy, pristine campus to radically
shift their life perspective, giving them
the tools to think for themselves, listen
to others, and approach challenges with
creativity and openness.
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and more chances to reflect on the learnONE OF THE CHIEF GOALS OF
ing process, Feito said.
Collegiate Seminar “is to advance
Few of the Seminar authors make for
students’ abilities to develop and pursue
a light read. Students often must grapple
meaningful questions in collaboration
with thinking from
with others, even in
another age, and work
the context of confuto relate it to the pression, paradox, and/or
ent day. But this kind
disagreement.” But in
of struggle is crucial,
our new black-and-white
especially at this develsocial media world—
opmental age of 18 to 22,
where you’re either for
said Ryan Lamberton ’05,
something or against
M.A. ’12, community enit—dominated by angry
gagement coordinator for
online comments, “Likes”
the Catholic Institute for
on Facebook and teeming
Lasallian Social Action
Twitter followers, there
(CILSA) and instructor
is less room for respectful
for two recent Jan Term
disagreement and considtrips to Rwanda.
ering other opinions.
“It’s finding that
Ideally, Seminar
balance of challenge
students learn about
and support, bringing
“risk-taking, being vulnerRyan Lamberton ’05, M.A. ’12
the students right up to
able, giving people access
their learning edge, that
to your messy thought
edge of discomfort,” said Lamberton,
processes, to the fact that you don’t
whose small group of students examined
know, being able to hear disagreement
the history, culture and development of
without taking it personally and finding
Rwanda, culminating with an overnight
it offensive, not buckling under and feeling like you are a horrible person because at the homes of Lasallian families.
“Students who are always comfortable
you didn’t understand Sophocles on the
don’t experience the deeper learning
first read and somebody else in the class
did,” said Psychology Professor Jose Feito, that is possible. Often in the spaces and
places of discomfort or anxiety it can
who also directs the Seminar program.
get messy and so instructors, too, have
Collegiate Seminar, an outgrowth of
to be comfortable with entering into
the Great Books program that began
the unknown.”
in 1941, is still central to Saint Mary’s
core curriculum and has just finished
KEY TO STUDENTS DISCOVERING
its second year of a major redesign. The
their own capacity for leadership and
revamped curriculum aims to introduce
initiative is the willingness of teachers
students more gradually to the Seminar
to step out of their traditional classroom
style of learning, with a new reading list
that includes more multicultural authors, roles and into the same uneasy position
as their students. In Seminar, professors
are not usually experts on the complicated—and often ancient—texts in the
curriculum. Because Seminar faculty

“Students
who are
always
comfortable
don’t
experience
the deeper
learning
that is
possible.”

the professor telling you how to read a
come from all different disciplines, Feito
explained, students could have a physicist passage or solve a problem. Everyone has
all these ideas to make one big idea.”
teaching Virginia Woolf or an English
“I am trying to teach the importance of
professor teaching Charles Darwin.
unity and the power of unity in getting
“You put me in this classroom where
you where you are trying to go,” said
I have to teach literature, and it can be
Anderson, who took students on a Jan
very scary for me because I don’t know
what Jane Austen meant when she wrote Term trip to the Brazilian Amazon—with
limited electricity, running water and
this particular passage,” said Feito, a
Internet—to work on community develpsychologist. “So I get to be placed in
opment projects, language instruction,
that same seat as the other students, if
ecological work and building. “Part of
I’m willing to take that seat. The idea is
what’s going on with this shared inquiry
that we are all coming to the table with
is that you are developing this kind of
the same starting point, which is the
shared connectedness that’s different
text. If we bring in outside expertise, it
than whatever is going on in the dorms
shuts the other people out.”
Associate Dean of Liberal Arts Shawny or on the teams; this intellectual connectedness is different. These students
Anderson, who also teaches Seminar,
said that the same situation exists in the get this shared sense of perspective
which is not homogenous.”
Jan Term trips she has led since 2002.
“What’s developing is a certain kind of
“I am convincing them to become a
maturity about how to be in community
responsible group and then I am a
in a meaningful way, that involves putmember of the group,” said Anderson,
ting yourself out there and taking a risk,”
who takes students into extreme povFeito said.
erty situations to collaborate with host
communities in places like Haiti, postSO WHAT HAPPENS TO A STUDENT
hurricane New Orleans and Dominica.
“Once we get there, we are all just equal who emerges from Jan Term, Seminar
or a semester abroad? For many stumembers of an overall group that has a
dents, it’s like pushing a human reset
singular purpose.”
button. They report following new
Wong, the senior who changed his
directions and seeing life through a
graduate school focus, said of his Jan
sharply different lens.
Term trip with Anderson, “You work
“Once I got to Barcelona, I thrived
with the professor rather than work unin a way I had not been
der the professor, and you
challenged to before and
learn from each other.”
found it more rewarding
Once instructors step
than I imagined,” said
back and meld into the
Cassie Brunelle ’13, from
group, it’s the students’
Boise, Idaho, who went
chance to stretch themto Spain as a junior.
selves. They learn how to
“I was capable of being
collaborate—a priceless
immersed in new cullife skill that Saint Mary’s
tures and loved it. And I
students acquire durcould develop meaninging their experience in
ful friendships with
Seminar, service-learning
people from all over, and
trips and study abroad.
Cassie Brunelle ’13
that openness and those
“We are all sitting there
connections have given
problem-solving together,”
me experiences I will forever cherish.
said Tolcher, who traveled to Brazil
Once I got to Barcelona, everything
with Anderson this year and is also on
became possible.”
the Seminar governing board. “Even
Brunelle, the lacrosse player who came
Shawny will throw out an idea. Seminar
back to Saint Mary’s only to make the
and those trips put you on an equal
difficult choice to withdraw from her
playing field, but it’s not so much about

“I was
capable
of being
immersed
in new
cultures and
loved it.”

beloved team, turned often for advice
to Maria Flores, associate director,
Center for International Programs, as she
wrestled with her new future. “This is a
student that had her college experience
paved for her, and upon her return she
questioned everything and that’s what
you want,” Flores said. “A colleague
once told me, ‘Study abroad is the time
and space for you to rethink what you
thought you knew.’” Brunelle, who
graduated in 2013, now works for a nonprofit in Oakland and remains involved
in the lacrosse world as an occasional
coach and player.
Rethinking, it would seem, is central
to this shared Saint Mary’s experience.
“It changes your sense of what’s
possible. People come home and they
clean out their parents’ garages—that’s
nothing when they get back from these
trips. They have a different sense of
what they’re capable of and what kind
of work they can learn and do,” said
Anderson, whose students return to
choose careers in public policy, social
work, the Peace Corps and nonprofits.
After his Jan Term experience
with Anderson, Wong, a senior who
transferred from De Anza Community
College in Mountain View for his junior
year, changed his graduate school
subject from federal law enforcement—
he has served in the Army National
Guard for more than five years, and was
posted to Afghanistan for a year—to
international development.
“When I came back, I wasn’t focusing
much on studying things that would
make money, but rather, things that
I enjoy doing,” said Wong, who hopes
to someday work for the United Nations or the United States Agency of
International Development, particularly
in the Middle East. “[The trip] definitely
transformed my career and my passion
and what I want to study. Being there
was a different kind of freedom. You’re
free from technology and thinking about
money, paying bills and capitalistic
society. It gave me a different perspective on life.”
Said Lamberton, “They come out realizing that they can do far more than they
imagined beforehand.”
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PROFILE

Read the full bios of all the Alumni Award
recipients: stmarys-ca.edu/alumniaward.

Wine and Scholarships
Making wine and educating the underserved are intertwined
themes in the Christian Brothers story. For many years the Brothers helped to support schools along the West Coast with profits
from the sale of their wines. It’s not surprising that alumnus Kelly
Trevethan ’85, who has deep roots both in winemaking and Lasallian education, has followed in their footsteps.
Trevethan attributes his interest in wine to his grandfather,
a winemaker who came to California from Italy and worked in
the Concannon and Wente wineries in the Livermore Valley.
Trevethan remembers watching his grandfather making wine at
home. “I must have been bitten by the bug way back then, but I
didn’t realize it until I was older,” he said.
After building a successful career in wealth management, Trevethan became a partner in Alpha Omega, a winery in Rutherford
in the Napa Valley. While serving on the Board of Trustees of his
high school alma mater, De La Salle High School in Concord,
he wanted to find a way to help the school support the education of students from economically distressed families. That’s
when it occurred to him. Why not create a virtual winery with a
quality product using donated materials and put all the proceeds
into scholarships?
Trevethan proposed the idea to Alpha Omega winemaker Jean
Hoefliger, who quickly agreed. “And that’s how Speratus Winery

QUAD

GIANT AMONG GIANTS

Pictured: Al Frugaletti,
Garth Flint, Bob Alberto,
Nick Moore and C.J.
“Kit” Ruona, all class
of ’63.

Stellar Alums
It was an evening of laughter and tears as more than 160 alumni, family and friends celebrated our outstanding alumni at the
2014 Alumni Awards Dinner hosted by the Alumni Association
in April.
JP Musgrove ’07, president of the Alumni Association, served as
the master of ceremonies. Garth Flint ’63, Alumnus of the Year,
shared stories about his time at Saint Mary’s, including some
memorable hijinks involving members of his class. C.J. “Kit” Ruona ’63 presented the award and noted Flint’s service as a combat
pilot in Vietnam, and also author Tom Wolfe’s story about Flint’s
plane being shot down over unfriendly territory.
Other award recipients were Honorary Alumnus and Alumna
Frank and Lois Noonan, Fred Tovar ’95 (Signum Fidei Award),
Jeanne DeMatteo ’83 (De La Salle Award), Michael Collopy ’82
(Meritorious Service), Joe O’Connor ’56 (Meritorious Service)
and Michael Clothier EMBA ’06 (Gael of the Last Decade).
—Chris Carter ’97

GIANTS: MONA BROOKS; STELLAR: MATT BEARDSLEY; WINE: NICOLA SISO

In a special ceremony hosted by Saint
Mary’s University of Minnesota on Feb. 13
in Minneapolis, Brother Mel Anderson was
recognized along with four other Christian
Brothers who have served as presidents at
Lasallian universities.
Brother Mel; Brother James Gaffney
(Lewis University); Brother Michael McGinniss (La Salle University, Christian Brothers University); Brother Thomas Scanlan
(Manhattan College, Bethlehem University); and Brother Louis DeThomasis, FSC,
who served as president of Saint Mary’s
University from 1984 to 2005, received
honorary doctorates at the ceremony.
“They are the giants of American Lasallian higher education, without a doubt,”
Brother Louis said of his fellow Christian
Brothers receiving honors at the event.
“Each of these men gave 100 percent of
their commitment to build American Lasallian higher education during very difficult
and challenging times. I am so proud that
I am being honored alongside these men
and that I am able to call each of
them my brothers.”

started,” Trevethan said. “It really snowballed from there, with a
wonderful groundswell of support from some well-known families from the Napa Valley, where Lasallian education has such a
deep history with winemaking.”
The Beckstoffer family, one of the largest vineyard owners in
the Napa Valley, Francis Ford Coppola, The Trefethen Family
Vineyards, Grgich Hills Estate, Spottswoode, Kendall Jackson,
Flora Springs, the Antinori family and others donate all the materials and services needed to produce bottles of wine.
So far, Speratus has raised more than a quarter-million dollars,
providing scholarships for students at three participating Lasallian schools: De La Salle in Concord, Justin Siena in Napa and
Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep in San Francisco.
Now, Speratus will be helping Saint Mary’s students who face
extraordinary financial circumstances during the academic year.
Proceeds from the sale of Speratus wines support the President’s
Emergency Fund, which is used to bridge the gap so that students
can stay in school. For Trevethan, this work is a continuation of
his own Lasallian education. “The mission continues with us," he
said. “It’s really important to not just look ahead, but to look back
and see if there’s somebody who needs a hand up.”
You can support this new endeavor by purchasing Speratus
Wines at speratuswinery.com.

Kelly Trevethan's
Speratus Winery has
raised more than
$250,000 so far for
Lasallian high school
scholarships.

SUMMER 2014 35

Q

Q
THE PRESIDENT IN SoCal

Pigskins and Problem-Solving

Southern California is home to more than
7,800 Gaels—alumni, parents, friends
and current students. President James
Donahue did a tour of four SoCal cities
to meet people and talk about the current process of developing Saint Mary’s
strategic priorities for the next five
years. Enthusiastic Gaels in Santa Monica, Pasadena, San Diego and Newport
Beach attended. “Southern California is
an integral part of our community,” said
Donahue, “one with which we plan to
engage and one where we look forward to
spending more and more time.”

Peter Morelli pursues integrity as an NFL referee and a
high school president.
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After years of rising through the ranks
of college games, he was vetted by the
NFL, a process that included a background check involving the FBI.
“We’re talking about your integrity
and who you are. The question of gambling and your values—there is so much
at stake with these games,” he said.
He joined the NFL in 1997, and in 2001
Morelli took part in the biggest stage of
all: Super Bowl XXXVI in New Orleans.
“The playoffs are for the top-level referees,” he said, “and that’s always your goal.”
“As a referee, your best games are the
ones where no one notices you. But
there are always close plays and you
will always have to evaluate them, and
you get critiqued for it. You learn to live
with that level of pressure. That’s the
challenge and the fun of it, really. You
ask yourself, can you do it at the highest
level and perform?”
Morelli credits his love for both the
game and education to his experience as
a student in parochial schools.
“I grew up always wanting to teach and
coach, and that was a reflection of the
people who had a great influence in my
life,” he said. “I pursued a teaching credential and started with junior high. I
was a high school basketball coach, and
I really developed a passion for the age
group. It starts with the ability to be a
good role model, and teach and guide.”
Connecting with kids every day and
watching them grow is not only rewarding for him—he also views it as an
opportunity to give back.
“I see my vocation in Catholic education, especially for these 30 years,
as service. We’re giving to the kids,
the school, the church and the community. We work hard to provide
an opportunity to every student to
blossom in their special talents.”
—Brian Foley

SARA MUMOLO
Program Manager,
M.F.A. Program in
Creative Writing

Mumolo is the author
of Mortar (Omnidawn, 2013).

THE CROSS RENEWED

In early January Saint Mary’s cross on
the hill was felled by wind. In March a new
redwood cross was raised, nearly 74 years
after the original, “La Cruz de la Victoria,”
was installed in April 1940.

Dreams,
Laws

In this urban landscape
of shifting perceptions,
the reader can find
an intriguing interplay
among street noise,
dream, architecture
and inner resolve; the
poet reflects on what
it means to live beside
other humans.

We keep waiting but night comes without invitation:
hollow textures, busy streets and cars scream.

Peter Morelli ’73 is the
new president of Saint
Mary’s High School in
Stockton and will be
entering his 18th season
as an NFL referee.

My task: to demonstrate daybreak
while outside, upstairs neighbors bellow at pickers.
No one can consider herself exempt, but wayward:
The American tendency to smash two words together,
making them more intimate.
An older couple point at my window, wander
our building, and speak a language I don’t understand.
CROSS: DON La BARRE ’14; SUSTAINING: STEPHAN BABULJAK

Peter Morelli ’73 can tell you exactly
where he was when the chance of a
lifetime came calling: “Believe it or not,
I happened to be refereeing a game between Saint Mary’s and Santa Clara.”
An NFL scout happened to be attending the 1991 football rivalry matchup
in Moraga. During the game the scout
noticed Morelli as a prime candidate for
officiating at the highest level. “After the
game he told me to submit an application, and so I did,” Morelli said.
Today Morelli wears two hats: one
while on the NFL gridiron and another
as head of Saint Mary’s High School in
Stockton, a Salesian coed school of more
than 900. He became president of the
school this summer after 25 years of
serving as principal.
So how does he balance the day-today challenges of running a school with
the demands of football officiating? It
starts with problem-solving and fairness,
which both jobs require, Morelli said.
“It’s about having ethical values and
making sound decisions. It’s like what
St. Augustine said about ‘the common
good,’” he said. “I learned a lot of that
from my time at SMC, and to challenge
yourself to get better at who you are.”
Morelli grew up in Stockton, attending Saint Mary’s High, and decided to
become a Gael thanks in part to his high
school coach being related to one of the
Saint Mary’s College Brothers. He played
baseball and rugby and double-majored
in social studies and political science. At
the same time, he joined his father and
two uncles in comprising an officiating
crew through the California Interscholastic Federation for local high school
and junior college football games.
“I got hooked,” he said. “I enjoyed doing it on weekends. It kept me close to
the game. After college I kept doing it,
and I worked hard to excel.”

I come with the building. You can hear whole nights, said the street.

SUSTAINING SMC

Make a difference to students again and
again, month after month. Become a sustaining donor with a recurring credit card
gift at stmarys-ca.edu/supportsmc.
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Join Gael Mentors and help Gaels succeed:
stmarys-ca.edu/mentornetwork.

IN MEMORIAM

See Brother Clarence’s movie list:
connect.collectorz.com/users/clarefsc/movies
and schedule a free showing:
cschenk@stmarys-ca.edu.

Spirit and
Zeal

SHOWTIME WITH
BROTHER CLARENCE

Brother Clarence Schenk’s little movie
theater is open for business. In a small room
down the hall from his apartment in the
Joseph Alemany Community residence,
the nine-seat digital theater has a killer
7.2 surround-sound speaker system and a
popcorn machine. Faculty members gather
there to partake of Life of Pi with wine and
pizza. Psychology students saw Girl, Interrupted this winter, which Brother Clarence
called “quite a downer.”
How did a Christian Brother come to
build such a sophisticated movie venue?
Brother Clarence credits growing up in
Los Angeles, where he worked in a movie
house after school. “What else was there
to do in the 1940s and ’50s?” he said. “Our
entertainment was going to the movie
theaters.” Later, as an engineer and handyman, Brother Clarence wired classrooms for
television at De La Salle High School and
Saint Mary’s College. Five years ago, he began buying the components for his theater.
After a recent Batman showing, he said,
“Someone commented that I had the building shaking. That was a compliment to the
sound system.” —Ginny Prior

MENTOR A GAEL

INTO THE FUTURE WITH
GAELS BASEBALL

Tom Wilson, famous for his role in Back
to the Future, did stand-up comedy and
was master of ceremonies at a February
Gaels baseball fundraiser held at the Black
Stallion Winery in Napa. Wilson’s son is on
the team. In attendance were 200 alumni,
parents and friends, including Mark Teahen
’03, first-round draft pick for the Oakland
A’s in 2002, who played for seven years in
the major leagues. The live auction, ticket
sales and sponsorships brought in $43,000
for the team.
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High Potential at 40
The High Potential Program (HP) turned 40 this year. Founded
in 1973 to offer students from underrepresented groups the support and skills they needed to succeed, HP has been remarkably
successful in retaining students, with a 95 percent freshman retention rate, compared to 78 percent nationwide. Beginning with
25 students, the program today has 90 students, most of them
the first in their families to attend a four-year U.S. college. Tracy
Pascua Dea, co-director of the program and director of student
engagement and academic success, believes a major challenge for
HP students is entering without someone close to them who understands and can describe the experience. Asking for help can be
the biggest challenge to the students, Pascua Dea said. But once
they do, they discover a wealth of resources at their fingertips.
Pascua Dea affectionately describes the hands-on role the
program plays in a student’s academic and personal success as
“intrusive advising.” All admitted HP students are invited to attend a Summer Bridge Program that offers a glimpse of college life
with classes, academic empowerment sessions, and workshops
in personal and academic skills to help them in their first year.
They also participate in a First Year Advising Cohort specifically
tailored to the experiences of a first-generation student; they
meet regularly with a peer mentor and a student engagement
and academic success specialist.
“The people who ran the program really cared about you and
kept an eye on you all four years,” remembered HP alumna Pravda
Wright ’94. The evolution of a student from freshman to senior
year is remarkable, said Pascua Dea. “You see the freshmen who
are so shy and then the seniors who do all sorts of things, living
up to what they set out to do when they arrived on campus.”
Central to the mission of the College is our commitment to
our Lasallian traditions and mission to serve the underserved
and those in need, said President James Donahue. “The HP
program is part of what makes us distinctive. We strive to
coordinate what we do with who we are and what we believe is valuable and important. Then we translate that into
very specific actions and walk the talk.” —Holland Enke ’15
(More on the history of HP on p. 44.)

Brother Camillus
Chavez talking with Billy
Delgado '09 at the HP
anniversary celebration.
Delgado is currently
studying for his master's
degree in counseling at
Saint Mary's.

SHOWTIME: AMRIT SAINI ’16

College is a life-changing experience. No
doubt, you remember the advice and moral
support you got from mentors who made
all the difference. Now, you can do the same
for today’s young Gaels. Join Gael Mentors,
an online network that connects you with
students who need your know-how, experience and advice. You could make a huge
difference in a student’s life: stmarys-ca.
edu/mentornetwork.

ALUMNI

Sharon A. Borre ’75
Carol A. Brown ’86
George F. Carter ’39
Richard O. Clark ’55
David Foulkes ’62
Ralph S. Gordon
Jr. ’51
Robert Lustenberger
’49
James E. McCaffrey
’50
Antonio S. Sobral
Jr. ’71
Aloysius C. Weber
Jr. ’46
PARENTS AND
FRIENDS

Ada Barone, parent
of Joseph
Barone ’85
Jane Bolin, parent of
Patricia Wade
Theresa A. Byrne
Clyde P. Caietti
Bruce F.
Cunningham
John Demos
Carl A. Fernandes
John B. Kemp,
parent of Karen
Kemp and
Kimberly Sullivan
Helen S. Lockett
Virginia C. Murphy
Diana L. Raggio
Molly Sestanovich
Margaret M. Snyder
John J. Taylor
William R. Wade,
parent of Margaret
Wade
Diana Wu

Rafael Alan Pollock—a professor and
administrator at Saint Mary’s for nearly
50 years—loved poetry, theater, science,
mathematics, astronomy and languages.
He spoke Greek, Latin, Middle English,
German, Italian and French, and in recent years had developed an interest in
Mandarin. He played an important role in
establishing two signature Saint Mary’s
programs—Collegiate Seminar and January Term—and served as chair of the English Department and
Integral Studies Program.
Pollock received his degrees, bachelor’s through doctorate,
from Yale University. He taught English literature at Yale, the
University of Notre Dame and Saint Mary’s College, where he
served for a time as academic vice president and dean.
He was known for his keen memory, able to quote passages at
length from the Great Books, and also instilling in his students
the practice, which they demonstrated for him years later when
visiting campus.
“I saw him meeting a group of his former students from his
earliest days at the College,” said his colleague, Michael Riley,
chair of the Classical Languages Department and professor in
the Integral Program. “None of them were by any professional
reckoning even remotely academics; one was a San Francisco
Irish cop, for instance. And they all of them from memory could
still recite for him the opening lines of the Prologue to the Canterbury Tales, which he had had them memorize as their English
professor half a century ago.”
Pollock’s enthusiasm for great literature was matched by
his zeal for other subjects and the interrelatedness of them
all—observational astronomy, ornithology, tide pool invertebrate biology, Chinese poetry, and Native American mythology
and archaeology.
“It may have seemed strange to some that my father would
move so easily from studying Chaucer, poetry and Old English
to thinking about science, ancient civilizations and navigating
by the stars,” said Pollock’s son, David, in his toast at his father’s
memorial service on Feb. 23, 2014. “But I think he saw these
pursuits as different sides of the same thing, different ways for
people to try to make sense of their wonder and their place in
the universe.”
Pollock, who was born on March 6, 1928, died on Jan. 27,
2014. Generations of students will remember and miss him.
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Degree Key
ECR Education Credential
EdD Doctor of Education
EE Extended Education
EMBA Executive MBA
HON Honorary
MBA Graduate Business
MC Counseling
ME Graduate Education
MFA Fine Arts
ML Leadership
MLS Liberal Studies
MS Science
N Nursing
P Paralegal Certificate

GLIMPSES

1962
1 Michael

Sinclair
(pictured, wearing the
red cap), a surgeon
and former mountaineer, recently published
No Regrets, No Apologies, a memoir about
his life as a doctor,
mountain climber and
humanitarian.

1966
2 Dennis

Koller ’92
MBA, saw his first
novel go live on Amazon. He hired an SMC
English student to
help edit the mystery
thriller, set in SF.

1967

Fred V. Kerstad Jr.
was recently inducted
into the St. Patrick–St.
Vincent High School
Hall of Fame in his
hometown of Vallejo.
He was a member
of the class of 1963
prior to attending
SMC. Fred still resides
in Vallejo with his
wife, Dayle. They will
celebrate 43 years of
marriage this June.
They have two children, Alicia, a student
at Napa Valley College,
and Fred III, a pre-med
student at ASU in
Tempe, Arizona. Fred
and Dayle are both
enjoying retirement,
40
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he since 1998 from a
successful commercial
real estate development career and
Dayle after 40 years in
education, 30 of which
were as an elementary
school principal and
administrator. They
have always been
active in their local
parish, St. Basil the
Great, and served in
many capacities. Fred
was also instrumental in establishing a
Knights of Columbus
Council at St. Basil’s
in 2003 and served
as its Charter Grand
Knight. After that, he
continued serving the
Knights as an officer
all the way up to the
state level and won
many awards for his
service, such as California District Deputy
of the Year. When not
traveling, the couple
can be found on a
golf course.

1970
3 Michael

Tucevich
(shown at the Phoenix
Open) is a judge with
the Social Security
Administration in the
Phoenix, Arizona
hearing office. Soon,
his daughter will be off
to college and Michael
is looking to retire.

1977
4 Bobby

Fields recently was elected to
the board of directors
of the National Football League Alumni
Association. Bobby
captained the 1977
Gael football team and
signed a free agent
contract with the Los
Angeles Rams, where
he was a member for
the 1978–79 seasons.

1978

Stationed at the
British Embassy in
San Francisco, Matt
Wood works for UK
Trade and Investment
and is responsible for
business development
throughout the Western United States.
Matt supports U.S.
startups and businessto-business software
companies that want
to locate and grow
their company in the
UK market.

1980
5 Larry

Nolan (shown
wearing a USA Cycling
jersey) was camp manager and head coach
at the USA Cycling
West Coast Talent
Identification and Development Camp this
past summer at Saint
Mary’s. This is the fifth

consecutive year that
the camp has been
held at Saint Mary’s
College for national
caliber 14–22 male
and female cyclists. In
addition to his financial
consulting business,
Larry directs the ninemember Team Specialized Juniors, which
went on to win nine
USA Cycling National
Cyclocross, Road and
Track Championships
as well as 92 other
international, national
and local events in
2013. Team Specialized was awarded the
USA Cycling Club of
the Year in 2010, and
Larry was awarded the
U.S. Olympic Committee Developmental
Coach of the Year for
cycling in 2011.
6 Richard

Romero
has e-published a
science fiction novel
titled Modulus on
Amazon.com.

To see additional Glimpses photos, visit
stmarys-ca.edu/glimpses.

SNAPSHOTS
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1982

Juanita Hagberg ECR
had her watercolor
painting, Geologic III,
accepted into “Yosemite Renaissance XXIX.”
This exhibition features paintings, sculpture and photography
inspired by Yosemite
and the Sierras. The
show was at the Yosemite National Park
Museum Gallery from
March 1–May 11 and
the reception was on
Feb. 28. The show
traveled to the Kings
Art Center, Hanford,
(June–July) and the
Carnegie Art Center,
Turlock (Aug.–Sept.),
yosemiterenaissance.
org.

1987

Jeffrey Pouncey has
an office in Vallejo
where he provides behavior health consulting and biofeedback
treatment in the form
of therapy and pain
management. He also
provides pre-employment assessments and
career development
planning, and teaches
The Biological Basis of
Psychology, Human
Motivation, The Statistical Basis of Psychology and The Essence
of Psychology at

University of Phoenix,
infecting his students
with his contagious
enthusiasm. Jeff holds
a master of arts in
psychology as well as
a doctorate in clinical
psychology from The
Wright Institute in
Berkeley. His extensive training ranges
from pediatric neuropsychology to geriatric neuropsychology,
and was completed
entirely in the San
Francisco Bay Area.
Jeff also has a passion
for writing children’s
literature and historical novels, having
published his first two
books: for children,
Adventure at the Big,
Brick Haircut Factory, and a historical
novel, Midnight Tear:
The Tulsa, Oklahoma
Greenwood District: A
Story of Forbidden Affluence. Jeff is married
to Bren, his dear wife
of 20 years, and has
three children: Xavier,
Jenesis and Joel.

1987

Mark DeLuna retired
from the United States
Marine Corps after 25
years of commissioned
service. Shortly after
graduation from Saint
Mary’s, he left for the
Basic School in
Quantico, Virginia,
with another Saint
Mary’s graduate, Tim
Barrett. Mark served
as an infantry, reconnaissance and intelligence officer. In his
later years, he served
as an operations officer for a Marine Expeditionary Unit in Iraq,
planned and executed
presidential security
missions in Mongolia
and Indonesia. He was
also the operations
officer for the Joint
U.S. Military Assistance Group in the
Philippines, and the
operations officer for
Marine Corps Forces

South. As a strategic
planner, he has worked
on counter-terrorism
and counter-drug
programs in the
Philippines, Colombia, Honduras and
Guatemala. During
his career, he was deployed throughout the
Middle East, Asia, Latin
America, Northern
Europe and the Arctic
Circle. Mark retires as
a lieutenant colonel.
His awards include
the Bronze Star, Joint
Meritorious Service
Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal, Navy
Commendation Medal
and numerous other
awards. Mark lives in
Weston, Florida, with
his wife of 15 years
and three children.
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G
7 Char

(Reber) Rocha
and husband, Rob ’89,
have been married 26
years and are parents
to six children ages
12 to 24. They are
grandparents to
Kaylie, 3, and Austin,
10 months. Char
worked the past 13
years for her sister,
Chris Reber ’90,
at Reber Physical
Therapy. Now that
her sister has moved
to Kauai with her own
family, Char has more
time to spend running
a girls rec basketball
league called G-Ball.
This season she
worked with Toys for
Tots and put together
a fundraiser with the
Santa Cruz Warriors.
Char, Rob and family
support the CF Foundation, Austin having
been diagnosed at
birth with cystic fibrosis. Pictured are Char,
Rob, Ryan, Quinn,
Kaylie, McKenna,
Madison, Camryn,
Jordan Rocha, Tyler
and Austin Woods.

1989

The American Society
of Legal Advocates
(ASLA) recently
selected Christopher
Jaime as one of the
Top 100 Bankruptcy
lawyers in the State of
Nevada for 2014.
8 Steve

Yeffa EE has
accepted a new position as the executive
vice president and
chief financial officer
of Sky Zone, LLC in
42
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To see additional Glimpses photos, visit
stmarys-ca.edu/glimpses.

Los Angeles. In this
new role, he will be
directing the financial operations of the
global franchiser of
indoor trampoline
parks. The company
has 55 parks open and
expects to open over
30 more this year.
Steve and his company
were recently featured
on the March 14
episode of Undercover
Boss. Steve graduated
from Saint Mary’s in
1989 with a degree in
management and later
served five years on
the Regents Advisory
Council for Extended
Education. Steve’s
daughter, Katherine Yeffa ME ’12,
graduated from Saint
Mary’s in 2012 with
a master’s in teaching leadership. She is
teaching middle school
in Pleasanton.

10 Jim Sevey and his
wife, Danielle, whom
he married last October in Sacramento,
are pictured with
their four boys: Riley,
Bailey, Tommy and
Tyler. They now live in
Granite Bay with their
six dogs, eight chickens and one snake.
Three of the boys
are currently playing
rugby, one at Arkansas
State (sorry SMC)
and two for Granite
Bay, where Jim also
coaches; the fourth is
currently a boxer.

1991

1999

9 Larry

Berger EE is
a Green Art Furniture designer and
very happy to be one
of nine finalists for
this year’s Eco Arts
Awards. The yardstick
cabinet shown in the
photo is the piece that
got him there. Contact
Larry at berger227@
gmail.com or intothe
woodsstudio.com.

1993
11 Damien

Fairbairn
and his wife, Angelin,
welcomed their second
boy, Maxwell, on Jan.
28, 2014. Damien,
Angelin, Maxwell and
2-year-old Lucas
live in the hills of
Redwood City.

12 Joe

Manifesto
and his wife, Rachel
Manifesto, welcomed
their first child, and
future Gael, Giuliana
Maria Manifesto on
Oct. 5, 2013. Giuliana
weighed 6 pounds,
13 ounces, and was
20 inches long. They
live in Dublin. The
family is pictured at an
SMC basketball game
(against Gonzaga),
5-month-old Giuliana’s first, on March 1.

2001

13 ErinRose

Widner
acted in a supporting
role for the upcoming 2014 feature film,
The Song. The film was
shot in San Antonio.
Her scenes were with
Kevin Pollak, Cheyenne Jackson and
Christopher Lloyd.

2003

14 Suzanne (Strass
burg) Olson and her
husband, Ted Olson
(Santa Clara, ’00)
welcomed their son,
Theodore James
Olson III (aka Trey) on
Dec. 16, 2013.

2004

Blackstone Technology Group, a global IT
services and solutions
company in San Francisco, announced that
Patrick James EMBA,
a 22-year professional
services and operations veteran, has
been appointed chief
operations officer.
Blackstone’s three
business divisions
consist of technical and management
consulting, technical
staff augmentation,
and web-based gas
transaction management software for the
natural gas industry.

2005
15 On

July 20, 2013,
Stephanie (Perret)
Scheiding married Bret Scheiding
at Farmstead in St.
Helena. They live in
Danville. Stephanie
owns and operates
Christina’s Fine Clothing with locations in
Danville, Modesto and
Merced. Bret works
for PG&E out of
Antioch. Other alumni
in attendance included
RJ Lorenzi ’73, Blaire
(Cleveland) Krochak
’03, Sara (Jennaro) Williams, Sara
(Steele) Lau, Colleen
(Redmond) Dietterle,
Sean Dietterle, Megan
Cleveland Niedenthal, Katie (McKay)
Travelle, Jennifer
(Mariman) Brake and
Brian Brake ’06.

2006

16 Catherine

(Dawson) Thomas was
married on Nov. 2,
2013, in Washington,
D.C. Fellow SMC grads
in her wedding party
were Erin Menold,
Jennifer Gosselin ME,
ECR ’07; Elizabeth
Garcia ML ’11; and
Rebecca Iverson.
In the photo
(from left): Elizabeth
Garcia, Erin Menold,
Catherine Thomas,
Jennifer Gosselin and
Rebecca Iverson.

SNAPSHOTS
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8
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2008
17 Ryan

Gummow
’08 and Katie Gummow ’08 welcomed
Patrick and Carter to
the world on April 9
at 9:30 and 9:33 p.m.
They can’t wait for the
boys to live the Gael
dream in the future!
13

18 Monica

Plasencia
married David Spiro
’07 on June 29, 2013,
in Lakeport, Lake
County. The lakeside
nuptials and reception
included several Gaels
in attendance who
enjoyed the musical
talents of Diamond
Dave. The happy
newlyweds honeymooned on the Mayan
Riviera and now live in
San Jose. Monica has
taught fourth grade
for the past five years
and is enjoying her
new position as an
elementary program
director at Challenger
School. David, always
traveling on the road,
enjoys helping schools
raise money and improve their programs
with the independent
company Valley of the
Moon Fundraising.
In the photo: (left
to right) Adriana Espinoza ’06,
Wallace Stewart,
Tracey Dashjian, Anna
(Cooper) Drouches,
Rozlyn Goff, Monica
(Plasencia) Spiro, David Spiro, Jonathan
Martinez ’07 and
Mario Gosalvez ’05.

10

11

14

12

15

2006

16

Justin and Katie
Anderson welcomed a future
Gael on Aug. 20,
2013. Jackson
Didrik Anderson
looks forward to
his time at SMC as
a member of the
class of 2036!
17

18
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VIEWPOINT

TOM BROWN
Higher Education
Consultant

Brown served as a dean
from 1971 to 1998
and implemented the
High Potential Program
in 1973.

The Power
of Potential
THE 1967 DECLARATION: The Brother in
the World Today laid out several powerful
themes regarding the Lasallian mission,
vision and values, among which were
the following:
• The Brothers live in the world and are
necessarily sensitive to the Signs of
the Times (p. 7).
• The Brother places his total educational apostolate at the service of those
whose poverty hinders their development as persons (p. 13).
• Programs must be frequently examined to see that they correspond to real
needs … Persons must be the center of
educational systems rather than the
prestige of some curriculum (p. 37).
It was against this backdrop that a year
later the Saint Mary’s College faculty overwhelmingly voted “to waive some or all
of the usual entrance requirements” for

Be Part of Something Bigger

bright, low-income students are increasingly unlikely to make it through college.
What we’re talking about is a threat to the
American Dream….”
Since 1988, racial gaps in SAT scores
have widened, and there is no compelling
evidence that improvement is near. Most
black, Latino and low-income students still
attend high schools without the teachers,
curricula or resources necessary to prepare
them for admission to college.
“Minority education” is not a minority issue; it’s an American issue. Hence,
a McKinsey & Company study concluded
that if the achievement gap between black
and Latino students and white students
narrowed, U.S. GDP would be several hundreds of billions of dollars higher.
In pursuit of rankings, too many colleges
today measure excellence by the number
of students they exclude. Saint Mary’s
continues to understand that genuine excellence is measured, not by what others
think about the College—i.e., “the prestige
of some curriculum”—but by what happens to students as a result of their having
been enrolled.
In their 2002 book, Built to Last, James
Collins and Jerry Porras observe, “The essence of a visionary organization comes in
the translation of its core ideology into the
very fabric of the organization—into policies, practices, behaviors…into everything
the organization does.”
St. John Baptist de La Salle encouraged
Lasallian educators “…to touch the hearts
of your students and inspire them with the
Christian spirit, since this is the purpose
of your work.” By any measure, the 40th
anniversary of the High Potential Program
demonstrates the College’s abiding commitment to a mission and vision more
than three centuries old.

“Each day I am
driven and inspired
by the Saint Mary’s
community to achieve
my goal of becoming
a researcher. I want to
thank all the donors
who have supported
my scholarship to
make my dreams
become reality.”

LIVE SIMPLY
TEACH PASSIONATELY
PRAY DEEPLY
STAND WITH THE POOR

ILLUSTRATION: DAVE CUTLER

V

students who did not demonstrate their
potential for collegiate success through
the traditional indicators (e.g., high school
grades, SAT scores) due to socioeconomic
and other factors beyond their control.
At the time, the civil rights movement
was in full flourish, and high national priorities included increasing opportunities
for young people from historically marginalized racial and ethnic groups. Today,
many Americans, including a Supreme
Court majority, seemingly prefer to ignore
signs that, despite real progress, much
more needs to be done before all people
have access to the improved quality of life
a college education affords.
Saint Mary’s, like most U.S. Catholic
colleges, was founded to serve Catholic
immigrant youth who were frequently
excluded, or simply could not afford to
go beyond high school. Italians, Irish (the
Gaels!), and others turned to campuses like
Saint Mary’s for education long before the
nation’s equality movements of the ’60s.
Ray White, then the director of financial
aid, gave me a copy of the Declaration shortly after I began my career as a 22-year-old
assistant dean of students for special
programs. The book not only became the
foundation upon which the High Potential Program was built, it also foretold
that while the nation might someday
turn away from the challenge to provide
increased access, Saint Mary’s Lasallian
commitment ran much deeper and would
persist much longer.
The “signs of the times” are clear. The
percentage point difference between the
share of prosperous and poor Americans
who earned bachelor’s degrees has increased from 31 percent to 45 percent in
the past 30 years. Stanford sociologist
Sean Reardon concludes, “No matter how

Psychology major Veronica Gonzalez ’15
receives support from the Legacy Scholarship
Fund, making her neuroscience research with
her professor possible. This second-generation
Gael plans to enter a Ph.D. program in social
psychology in 2015.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR EXCEPTIONAL
STUDENTS LIKE VERONICA.
CONTACT CHRIS CARTER ’97, MA ’02
DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT
AND ANNUAL GIVING

(925) 631-4200 or ccarter@stmarys-ca.edu
stmarys-ca.edu/supportscholarships
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Finals Study Fest

The library is particularly busy during finals week, but on most nights by 9 p.m. there are no open chairs. Often
students email or text their reference questions to the librarian on the first floor so they don’t lose their seats.
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